Before the 1991 report of achiasma in dogs,l there was general acceptance that all vertebrates had de cussation at the optic chiasm.2 Exactly how, within the space of a few years, the achiasmatic condition came to be recognized in two mammalian species is an interesting confluence of interpersonal scientific communication and some serendipity. "Serendipity," a word coined by Walpole in a letter written in 1754,3 based on a fairy tale he had written several years earlier,4 has a long history in science.5-9

